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DECISION ({#7:7)

oate: APR § WI7

FILE:

»-187027
MATTER OF:

Major H. Booth, Jr, - Transfer - Real Estate

. Expevses
OIGEST: )
Employce was transferred from Philadelphia,
Pennsyivania, to lLakehurst; New Jersay, He
commuted to new station for 3 months, Later,
while waiting for residence Iin Tabernacle,
New Jersey, to become available, he leased
spartuent in Mt, Holly, Hew Jersey, Settle-
went wvas made after inftial l-year time
limitaticon on reimburaing real estate pur-
chase expeuses. Since settlement was made
within 2 yoars of transfer, raimbursemant
way be made Lf employec's request for tima
axtension {s administratively granted under
FTR 1-6,le upon basis that purchase of
resicence was reasonably related to transfer,

This action {s in response to a request dated June 16, 1976,
from R. J. Browm, CW03,USN, Disbursing Officer, Department of the
Navy, ilaval Air Station, Lakehurst, New Jarscy, for a decision
on the propriety of payment of a travel vouchar submitted by
Major K. Booth, Jr, for reimburasenent cf relocation expanczes
incurred fncident to his transfec of officlal duty station from

the Philadalphia Naval Shipyard to the Naval Air Station, Lakelwrst,
- New Jeraey,

Pursuant to his official change of station, Mr., Dooth reported

for duty at Lakehurst Naval. Air Station on Februa-y 16, 1975.

Mr, Booth did not relocate in the Lakchurst srea imoediately;

instead he comsuted dally from his home in Cormwells Heights,

Pennsylvinia. Mr, Booth planned to purchase a residence in
_Tahernacle, New Jersey, but the property was not yet availadle

for purchases, Therafore, on May 24, 1975, Nr., Booth and his wife

moved. inl:0 & lcased apartment in Mt, liolly, New Jersey,

Mr, Pooth was reimbursed $713.55 for relocation expanses

which faclu-d $5.76 for mileage from Cornwells Haights o Mt, Holly,
S¢ for bridge tolls, $5.50 for per diem, $501.84 for transportation

of household goods from Cornwvells Heightas to Mt, Rolly. and $200
for uiscellanecus sxpenses,
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Mr. Booth contracted to purchase a resideuce in Tabernacls
on December 30, 1973, Settlement was mede ou April 15, 1976,
and scon thercafter he and his wifa moved into the Tabernacle
residonce with their houseliold goods. MNr. Booth now requests
reimburscmen® fur the axpenses ha incurred {n tha purchase of
the rosidence in che smouut of §445,13,

Federal Travel Regulations (FTR) (FPMR 101-7) pars, 2-6.le
(May 1973) provide for reimburuement of expenses incurxed in cone
nection with residenca transactions {f the settloment date for
the purchasa transaction is not later than 1 year aftar the date

on which the employee reporfad for duty at the new officizl station,

Jpon an employea’s wriktten request this tive limit "way be extended
oy the head of the aguucy or his designes for an additional period
of time, not to exceed ! year, regardless of the reasons therefor
s0 long as it i3 determined that the particular residence trans-
action 1a rvedsonadbly related to the transfer of official station,” ™-
FTR para, 2-6.1s., VYolume 2 of the Joint Travel Regulationa (JIR)
para, 8357 (change 125, March 1, 1976), providea that tha com~
uanding officer of the sctivity bLearinz the cost, or his deaigaae,
may approve the request for an extension of the l-year limitation,
provided it is datermined that the particular residence truans-
action is reasonably related to the periansnt chaage of astation,

Mr, Buoth submitted a written request addressad to the com-
manding officer of the Naval Alxr Station for a l-year sxtenaion
of the time limit for eligitility for rainbursement of xeal esatate
expensaes igcurred in comuection with residence transactions, This
request was not forwvarded to the commanding ofificer; instead, the
pertinent deocuments were forwarded here for cur detamination on
the propriety of Hr, Booth's «laim,

The extension of tima permitted by FTR 2-6.la is vesnt to
benefit not only those employcas who need additional time to
complete a sale or purchase couvenced during the inltial leyaar
period, hut also those smployeas who ror oue reason or another
may not have been able to exccute a valid contract of sale or
purchase during the {nitial l-year pexiod., The regulations per-
mit an axte¢nsion to be granted in the discretion of tha ageacy
for any justifiable reason as long as ths transaction {s reascn-
ably related to the employee's trsnsfer. 54 Comp. Gen. 353 (1973).
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Siuce the settioment of Nr. Booth's houss purchase took
place wvithin 2 years of his traasfar, the coomanding officer may
grant his requast, If ths tequest is approved, the Department
ol the Navy may reimburse him for ths expenses he incurred in the
purchase of his home, {f they are othorwise allowable., ¥-1829348, .
November 26, 1975. In this comnection we point out that the
agency f{nvolved haz zthe responsibililty td deatermina whethar the
purchase of a residence i3 incident to an amployes's chungae of
official station, and we do not ordinarily loo% behind the agency's
datcrmination, B-175842, Juue 1, 1972,

‘Tha vouchar for payment of allovable real cstate expensss
incurred by Hr. Booth {n connecticn with the purchase of his '
Tabernacle residence is for handlinmg ln accordance with the
abova,

H.r.mm
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